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by intelligence. There must be a clear understanding of what
we are doing, and for what purpose we are doing a particular
thing. That is the essence of scientific politics.
Now, comrades, as I told you in the beginning, it would not
be proper for me to anticipate the discussion. I only took the
liberty of outlining a procedure, a method for our discussions.
But if you feel that a different method will yield greater results,
you are at liberty to choose it. The method recommended by me
is the tradition of the first Dehradun Camp, where our party
was born. This Camp will show if we are still true to that
tradition. But you are free to turn your back on that tradition;
only, in that case, the Camp should celebrate the liquidation of
the Radical Democratic Party. On the other hand, loyalty to
our own past commits us to a certain way of approaching pro-
blems, some rules of procedure and a certain methodology.
These are not arbitrarily laid down. They logically follow from
the philosophy of our politics. Political practice without a
philosophy is a vulgar scramble for power.
If we can approach the problems which have grown out of
our experience, which are facing entire humanity and are
baffling it, with that spirit, a patrimony of ours, I am sure we
shall be able to find solutions. In any case, that is the correct
approach to the problems, and as such is sure to yield the desired
result eventually; if we fail, others will succeed. Let us blaze
the trail, and have the satisfaction of pioneering.
The second Dehradun Camp will go down in history with
the credit of having explained why the Radicals selected a
burning torch as their emblem. Politics is a form of human
activity. Human life must be guided by a philosophy. That
philosophy may change from time to time. But there are certain
values, certain principles, which transcend time and space. Other-
wise we shall have to lose faith in the progress of humanity.
How can we judge that civilisation is a progress from bar-
barism ? There must be something common to barbarism and
civilisation. We can judge that this or that thing distinguishes
civilisation as a greater human endeavour, and therefore civili-
sation is a progress from barbarism. Otherwise, there is no
standard for measuring progress, and no ground to believe that
civilisation is better than barbarism.